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reside in towns and cities of over 5000, and the nation contains onv
three cities with a population of over 100,000.

A serious population problem has been created by the provision of
the treaties which terminated the disastrous war with Turkey in 1922.
In these treaties Greece entered into an agreement with Turkey and
Bulgaria for an exchange of nationals. As a result, 1,400,000 Greeks
from Asia Minor and Bulgarian Macedonia were returned to Greece,
while 480,000 Turks and 200,000 Bulgarians were sent to their re-
spective countries. The influx of such a large group, many of whom
could not speak Greek, caused much suffering, and the adjustments
required before they could find homes were difficult and costly. Many
of them have settled throughout Macedonia, and have served to give
that section a more homogeneous population than ever before.

SITUATION

It is not surprising that the Greeks were the first people of conti-
nental Europe to develop a high culture and a modern civilization. They
were situated nearest to the ancient civilizations of Egypt, Mesopo-
tamia and Krete (Crete), and numerous islands and narrow water-
ways facilitated contacts with these older lands. From these regions the
Greeks drew many cultural contributions which provided the founda-
tions upon which Greek civilization was built.

Once the Greeks had developed a high culture, they were so located
that they could easily spread it throughout the Mediterranean. Situated
where such subordinate seas as the Adriatic, Ionian, Black and /Egean
converge upon the Mediterranean proper, their peninsula naturally be-
came a great trade center. Thus their cultural, commercial and military
contacts with all portions of the Mediterranean Basin were facilitated,
and Hellenic trade and Hellenic culture spread throughout the terri-
tories which bounded their neighobring seas.

GEOGRAPHICAL DIVISIONS

Greece is a mountainous land, with isolated valleys and a narrow
and interrupted coastal plain. Submergence has caused it to be cut up
into a number of peninsulas, and is responsible for the large number
of islands lying off its coast. Although it has an area of slightly over
50,000 square miles, no part of its territory is more than 85 miles from
salt water. Its lands are thus largely insular and peninsular, and its
population and civilization are essentially coastal.